


Details of courses 
 
One-year students  
We usually prepare one-year students for the English as a Second Language Cambridge 
Examinations PET and FCE according to their ability in English. Our aim is to ensure that each 
girl acquires the skills needed to comprehend and communicate in good, accurate English as 
well as passing these external examinations at the end of the academic year. These 
examinations take place in an external official centre, but the EAL department organises the 
registration of students.  
 
Years 7, 8 & 9 
Long-term students whose English is not sufficiently developed to cope with the curriculum 
will have three to four lessons a fortnight of EAL support. During these lessons, students will 
work on improving their vocabulary and building their oral fluency. They will also focus on 
improving writing fluency and reading comprehension so they can gradually build their 
academic skills and perform better in other subjects. 
 
Year 10 & 11 
International students taking iGCSE examinations will sometimes require additional EAL 
support in order to achieve the best possible standard in their studies. Our goal is to ensure 
that each girl acquires the necessary language skills to achieve their target grade so, 
whenever possible, small EAL groups are organized to support them with their language 
studies. The number of lessons provided for these support classes will vary according to 
need and the staffing available.  
 
Some Year 10 students for whom English is not a first language will be enrolled in 
International GCSE English as a Second Language, which is a two-year course that 
concentrates on building their academic reading, writing, listening and speaking ability. 
 
Lower Sixth 
On entry to Sixth Form, all students for whom English is an additional language take a 
placement test to determine how proficient their academic English is. They are then placed 
in appropriate groups for IELTS (International English Language Test System) preparation 
lessons, of which there is one a week. Students will be responsible to register and take the 
IELTS exam in an o



EAL EXAMINATIONS FOR SHORT-TERM STUDENTS 
 

Years Examination  
Board 
 

7 and 8 

 
Cambridge Preliminary English Test (PET) 
 
 

 
 
Cambridge English Language 
Assessment 
ESOL 

9 
Cambridge First Certificate in English  
(FCE) 

10 & 11 
Cambridge Advanced Examination  
(CAE) 

L6th 
IELTS (International English Language 
Testing System) 

Cambridge English Language 
Assessment 
British Council 

 
EAL COURSES FOR LONG-TERM STUDENTS 
 

Year Teaching approach and course book used 


